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The Mesopotamian marshes are important for economic, social,
and biodiversity values and have been home to indigenous human
communities for millennia. They are regarded as a legendary site.
This multi-authored book contains chapters written by world-
renowned experts in their field. Both basic and applied
information are made available, making the book a must-have for



a wide spectrum of users. For example, an understanding of the
natural and the social aspects of the marshes, as described here,
is an obvious prerequisite for a pest management plan in this
area. Scholars interested in wetlands can use this book as a guide
to compare different wetlands areas in Asia. The bibliography
section contains valuable references to the marsh areas and
research in the field. This book serves as an up-to-date
comprehensive source of information on different aspects of the
southern marshes of Iraq and is aimed at academic scholars,
environmentalists, and decision makers. The earliest and most
influential expeditions of the man now considered to be the
greatest living explorer. The Danakil Diary is the account of two
journeys Thesiger made into the Danakil country in Abyssinia,
now Ethiopia, in 1930-34 at the age of 24 - which, today, he still
regards as the most dangerous he undertook. It was an
extraordinary journey and a remarkable achievement. Thesiger
succeeded in penetrating country that had wiped out two Italian
expeditions and an Egyptian army before him, discovered what
happened to the Awash River (one of the area's last geographical
mysteries to be solved) and managed to survive amongst the
Danakil tribesmen, to whom a man's status depended on the
number of men he had killed and castrated. Besides giving early
proof of Thesiger's descriptive genius - with his portrayal of the
beautiful, savage landscapes, and their varied wildlife - The
Danakil Diary reveals youthful evidence of his fierce motivation
and uncompromising will, which are familiar hallmarks of his
sixty years of travel among primitive peoples in some of the
harshest and remotest areas of the world. Following on from the
author's autobiography, The Life of My Choice, this book provides
a record of Thesiger's 30 years in Kenya. Since his first visit to
Kenya in 1960, Thesiger has made a series of long journeys on
foot with camels to Lake Turkana, Marsabit and other remote
areas. A portrait of the marsh Arabs of southern Iraq, and their
disappearing way of life. A sheikh funds a psycholinguist's



research into the language abilities of a chimp. A chimp who then
witnesses a murder. Written in reverse, describes the story of an
aging prisoner who is released only to be rescued from an assault
by a curator, who works at a museum exhibiting “the marshes,” a
conflict-torn wilderness where the former prisoner committed his
crime. 20,000 first printing. In 1991, after the first Gulf War, the
Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq rose up against the Hussein
government, with U.S. encouragement. The rebellion failed; in
retaliation the government embarked on a massive water
diversion project to drain the wetlands. In 1970 the wetlands
covered nearly 11,000 square kilometers; today they cover fewer
than a thousand. The Marsh Arabs whose ancestors had lived in
the wetlands for five thousand years were forced to flee; many
died. The drainage of the wetlands was a deliberate and
calculated act of genocide and ecocide. At the time, Iraq was a
party to several international agreements that made its acts
illegal. The various environmental treaties to which Iraq was a
party and customary international law regarding transboundary
environmental harm provide little recourse for the Marsh Arabs,
although they may provide the basis for claims to be pursued by
neighboring states. Of the other treaties to which Iraq is a party,
the Genocide Convention most clearly prohibits acts such as those
committed by the Iraqi government against the Marsh Arabs.
Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions addresses
individual murders and extrajudicial killings of Marsh Arabs, but
probably does not address the problem of the destruction of the
wetlands as a whole. The Covenants on Economic and Cultural
Rights and Civil and Political Rights provide similar protections,
and provide that a people may not be deprived of its means of
subsistence, as the Marsh Arabs have been. Treaties to which
Iraq is not a party address the specific problem of environmental
modification used in war or as an instrument of persecution of an
ethnic group. ENMOD and the Rome Statute prohibit
environmental warfare of the type engaged in by Iraq, but it is



unlikely that the provisions of either have been accepted as
custom in the practice of states. Protocols I and II to the Geneva
Conventions of 1949, however, are probably expressions of
customary international law, and may even express jus cogens or
non-derogable norms. Of these, Protocol I addresses
environmental harm far more directly. Under Protocol I, the Iraqi
government's action against the southern Mesopotamian
wetlands was illegal because its effects were widespread, long-
lasting, and severe, and because it was a prohibited reprisal
against the natural environment. Abstract: In 1991, the Marsh
Arabs of Iraq revolted against the government of Saddam
Hussein. Hussein responded by undertaking self-declared
development projects in the Marshlands, draining the region of
water. Without the ability to practice traditional economic and
social activities, which relied on their proximate environment, the
majority of the Marsh Arab community was displaced. The project
resulted in the desertification of an area nearly the size of the
Aral Sea, what archeologists have described as environmental
genocide. In 2003, the US government embarked on a restoration
program to divert water back to the marshlands and improve the
available social services in marsh region. The project has
succeeded in restoring a significant proportion of the marshes.
However, large numbers of the Marsh Arabs have not returned to
the land, calling into question such a project’s ability to achieve
more than environmental regeneration. This thesis examines the
effects of environmental destruction and restoration on a
community and its culture, using the Marsh Arabs as a case
study. It asks whether the US-led environmental restoration
program has restored the Marsh Arabs’ culture. This thesis
argues that the Hussein’s development project led to cultural loss
that was not rectified by the American restoration program. In
making this argument the thesis examines changes in: a) the
economic activities, daily tasks and routines of the Marsh Arabs;
and b) the transmission of traditional ecological knowledge (TEK)



to younger generations. The Arab tribes of Iraq differ widely in
custom but remain in all essentials of thought and conduct a
distinctive and unique group. Their land embraces wide deserts,
fertile fields and boundless swamps; its unique features shape the
lives of its people. Taking the figure of Haji Rikkan as a central
focus, the writer-traveller attempts to create a picture of Arab
tribal life as a whole. This historical study argues that the
Mandaean religion originated under Sasanid rule in the fifth
century, not earlier as has been widely accepted. It studies
primary sources to elucidate the early history of Mandaeism. An
account of Arab tribal life in two of the confederations of Iraq, the
Albu Mohammad and the Bani Lām. This text is for those wishing
to develop an understanding of a cultural legacy and lifestyle that
survives today only as a fragmented cultural inheritance. The
book illustrates how the economy and lives of the Ma'dan (Marsh
Arabs) that spans over 5000 years remained similar to the ancient
practices of their Sumerian forebears. Hailed as one of the most
important books ever written on the state of the modern Middle
East, this brave and controversial work confronts the rhetoric
ofArab and pro-Arab intellectuals with the realities of political
brutality in the Arab world. Arabian Sands is Wilfred Thesiger's
record of his extraordinary journey through the parched "Empty
Quarter" of Arabia. Educated at Eton and Oxford, Thesiger was
repulsed by the softness and rigidity of Western life-"the
machines, the calling cards, the meticulously aligned streets." In
the spirit of T. E. Lawrence, he set out to explore the deserts of
Arabia, traveling among peoples who had never seen a European
and considered it their duty to kill Christian infidels. His now-
classic account is invaluable to understanding the modern Middle
East. “A perceptive and gripping biography” of the enigmatic
British explorer, photographer, and author of Arabian Sands
(Daily Mail, UK). Wilfred Thesiger, the last of the great gentlemen
explorer-adventurers, journeyed for sixty years to some of the
remotest, most dangerous places on earth, from the mountains of



western Asia to the marshes of Iraq. The author of Arabian Sands,
The Marsh Arabs and The Life of my Choice, he was a legend in
his own lifetime. Yet his character and motivations have remained
an intriguing enigma. In this authorized biography—written with
Thesiger’s support before he died in 2003 and with unique access
to the rich Thesiger archive—Alexander Maitland investigates this
fascinating figure’s family influences, his wartime experiences,
his philosophy as a hunter and conservationist, his writing and
photography, his friendships with Arabs and Africans amongst
whom he lived, and his now-acknowledged homosexuality. Wilfred
Thesiger's classic account of the eight years he spent living with
the tribespeople of the Marshes of Iraq. First published in 1964 to
great acclaim, this book by one of the century's greatest explorers
describes a way of life which lasted for thousands of years, but
has now all but vanished. Travelling with his medicine boxes and
his teams of canoemen around the junction between the Tigris
and the Euphrates, Thesiger visited nearly every village in the
Central Marshes and came to know intimately the people who
inhabit this landscape of islands, lakes and waterways, living with
them in their reed houses and sharing their unique way of life. He
beautifully evokes the landscape and its teeming wildlife and
vividly brings to life the many friends he made among the Marsh
Arabs. His extraordinary photographs provide a stunning record
of the last remnants of a people and their culture. Unable to cope
with the loss of his family, Mason turns his back on the SAS.
Years later, he is enticed into the security industry in Iraq. He
soon finds himself under fire. His team is attacked - most are
killed and two are taken hostage. He escapes with the help of a
tribe, who are the custodians of an ancient secret kept in the
Basrah Marshes. "Wilfred Thesiger's superb portraits of tribal
peoples have earned him worldwide recognition as a
photographer. Using a simple box camera which had belonged to
his father, Thesiger began his photographic career during a short
hunting trip in Ethiopia in 1930 and used the same camera to



photograph hostile Danakil tribesmen when he returned three
years later to explore the Awash river. Whilst in the Sudan, and
now equipped with a Leica 35mm, Thesiger portrayed the Muslim
tribes in Northern Darfur, pagan Nuer in the Western Nile
swamps and Nuba wrestlers. Among Ethiopia's Danakil he had
travelled as a European accompanied by servants, but here he
lived increasingly on equal terms with his followers and his
photography mirrors this changed attitude. The dramatic visual
impact of Arabia's deserts fully awakened Thesiger's latent talent
for portraiture and composition. During his five years in Arabia
from 1945-50 he was able to depict his Bedu companions with a
sensitivity and power only suggested by his pre-war photographs.
Conceived in the harshest of settings, these Arabian pictures bear
eloquent testimony to the inspirational effect the desert had upon
this great traveller. In contrast, tranquil images of reeds,
waterways and lagoons characterize Thesiger's matchless
portraits of the Marsh Arabs of Iraq -- in which he captures a
world which has now completely disappeared. In the seldom
visited regions of Kurdistan, Pakistan and Afghanistan Thesiger
took many photographs of their striking inhabitants who
remained thoroughly unselfconscious in front of the camera -- as
did the graceful tribespeople of northern Kenya and Tanzania
later in Thesiger's eventful life. These unique portraits were all
taken under exceptional conditions. Together they provide a
magnificent pictorial record of diverse cultures and vanished
worlds"--Publisher description. Contains 17 contributions
addressing the many human and environmental dimensions of the
assault on the Iraqi marshlands by the government of Saddam
Hussein during the 1980s and 1990s. This volume is based on the
second and final report on the Marshlands and Marsh Dwellers of
Southern Mesopotamia. A unique collection of essays accompany
Wilfred Thesiger’s own personal photographs of the Africa he
experienced as one of the world’s most celebrated explorers. This
is a collection of Wilfred Thesiger's greatest journeys - in the



Empty Quarter of Arabia, the marshes of Iraq, the mountains of
the Hindu Kush and Kurdistan, and the Yemen - illustrated with
Thesiger's own photographs. During the years he spent among
the Marsh Arabs of southern Iraq-long before they were almost
completely wiped out by Saddam Hussein-Wilfred Thesiger came
to understand, admire, and share a way of life that had endured
for many centuries. Traveling from village to village by canoe, he
won acceptance by dispensing medicine and treating the sick. In
this account of a nearly lost civilization, he pays tribute to the
hospitality, loyalty, courage, and endurance of the people, and
describes their impressive reed houses, the waterways and lakes
teeming with wildlife, the herding of buffalo and hunting of wild
boar, moments of tragedy, and moments of pure comedy in vivid,
engaging detail. What can the present tell us about the past?
From 1968 to 1990, Edward Ochsenschlager conducted
ethnoarchaeological fieldwork near a mound called al-Hiba, in the
marshes of southern Iraq. In examining the material culture of
three tribes—their use of mud, reed, wood, and bitumen, and
their husbandry of cattle, water buffalo, and sheep—he chronicles
what is now a lost way of life. He helps us understand ancient
manufacturing processes, an artifact's significance and the skill of
those who create and use it, and the substantial moral authority
wielded by village craftspeople. He reveals the complexities
involved in the process of change, both natural and enforced. Al-
Hiba contains the remains of Sumerian people who lived in the
marshes more than 5,000 years ago in a similar ecological
setting, using similar material resources. The archaeological
evidence provides insights into everyday life in antiquity.
Ochsenschlager enhances the comparisons of past and present by
extensive illustrations from his fieldwork and also from the
University Museum's rare archival photographs taken in the late
nineteenth century by John Henry Haynes. This was long before
Saddam Hussein drove one of the tribes from the marshes, forced
the Bedouin to live elsewhere, and irrevocably changed the lives



of those who tried to stay. Rare and visually stunning images of a
lost world. This remarkable collection of photographs, captured
by internationally acclaimed photojournalist Tor Eigeland in 1967,
offers unprecedented insight into the daily life of the Marsh Arabs
of Iraq. These photographs illustrate the beauty of this unique
environment—the marshlands between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers—and show a culture that existed practically unchanged for
over 2,000 years. Some have even speculated that this place was
the site of the original Garden of Eden. Under Saddam Hussein’s
rule, vast areas of the marshlands were dammed and drained,
causing catastrophic environmental damage and brutally forcing
the marshes’ inhabitants to abandon their way of life. Now Tor
Eigeland’s photographic journey stands as a monument, a rare
record of a lost world and an ancient civilization. These precious
photographs celebrate the people and culture of the marshlands
and bring us back to a time and place where people lived in
harmony with their environment. In the course of his long and
distinguished career, Tor Eigeland has been published in such
publications as Time-Life Books, Fortune, Newsweek, and Saudi
Aramco World, to name but a few. He has collaborated on ten
books for the National Geographic Society, and his assignments
have taken him to some of the most remote corners of the globe.
He now resides in the south of France. Story of five years of
travel with the nomad Arabs in the unknown deserts of Southern
Arabia. It was the legendary traveller Wilfred Thesiger who first
introduced Gavin Young to the Marshes of Iraq. Since then Young
has been entranced by both the beauty of the Marshes and by the
Marsh Arabs who inhabit them, a people whose lifestyle is almost
unchanged from that of their predecessors, the Ancient
Sumerians.On his return to the Marshes some years later Gavin
Young found that the twentieth-century had rudely intruded on
this lifestyle and that war was threatening to make the Marsh
Arabs existence extinct. Return to the Marshes, first published in
1977, is at once a moving tribute to a unique way of life as well as



a love story to a place and its people. 'A superbly written essay
which combines warmth of personal tone, a good deal of easy
historical scholarship and a talent for vivid description rarely
found outside good fiction.' Jonathan Raban, Sunday Times An
adventurous diplomat’s “engrossing and often darkly humorous”
memoir of working with Iraqis after the fall of Saddam
Hussein(Publishers Weekly). In August 2003, at the age of thirty,
Rory Stewart took a taxi from Jordan to Baghdad. A Farsi-
speaking British diplomat who had recently completed an epic
walk from Turkey to Bangladesh, he was soon appointed deputy
governor of Amarah and then Nasiriyah, provinces in the remote,
impoverished marsh regions of southern Iraq. He spent the next
eleven months negotiating hostage releases, holding elections,
and splicing together some semblance of an infrastructure for a
population of millions teetering on the brink of civil war. The
Prince of the Marshes tells the story of Stewart’s year. As a
participant he takes us inside the occupation and beyond the
Green Zone, introducing us to a colorful cast of Iraqis and
revealing the complexity and fragility of a society we struggle to
understand. By turns funny and harrowing, moving and incisive, it
amounts to a unique portrait of heroism and the tragedy that
intervention inevitably courts in the modern age. “Five thousand
years of history were here and the pattern was still unchanged.”
During the years he spent among the Marsh Arabs of southern
Iraq, Wilfred Thesiger came to understand, admire and share a
way of life that had endured for many centuries. Travelling from
village to village by canoe, he won acceptance by dispensing
medicines and treating the sick. In this account of his time there,
he pays tribute to the hospitality, loyalty, courage and endurance
of the people, describes their impressive reed houses, the
waterways and lakes teeming with wildlife, the herding of buffalo
and hunting of wild boar, moments of tragedy and moments of
pure comedy, all in vivid, engaging detail. Untouched by the
modern world until recently, these independent people, their way



of life and their surroundings suffered widespread destruction
under the regime of Saddam Hussein. Wilfred Thesiger's
magnificent account of his time spent among them is a moving
testament to their now threatened culture and the landscape they
inhabit.
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